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NEWSFLASH: On January 11, 2011, the Archdiocese of NY released its recommendations regarding the
“at risk” schools. St. Peter’s School will remain open. Thank you to Father Garisto, Mr. Clavin, mem-
bers of the Proposal Committee, parishioners, parents, teachers, students, alumni and the community at large

for all of your contributions and prayer. It truly was a collaborative effort by all.

Principal’s Column by Michael Clavin Inside this issue:

Dear Alumni and Friends of St. Peter’s,

We were extremely relieved and happy that the archdio- Principal’s Column | |

cese rescinded the “at risk” designation they had imposed on us in | | Alymni Spotlight & |2
November. Through the collaborative efforts of the entire St. Pe- | | Stydent Column
ter’s family, our proposal was accepted. Our long term vision is to
build an endowment fund and implement new programs that will enable us to | | School News & 3
meet the needs of children with language and learning difficulties. Father Garisto | | Upcoming Events
held a Mass of Thanksgiving to our Blessed Mother attended by the entire | [ aj.mni Update 3
school family and it was an opportunity to thank God for enlightening us with

the wisdom to prepare our proposal. SPS Snapshots 4

We recently celebrated our Catholic Schools Week and held Open
House/School events, which were enjoyed by all. We have scheduled a Sports
Night for the evening of March 29%; it will be two hours of action-packed activi-

ties concluding with a student vs. teacher volleyball contest.
) . RN
Currently, alternate arrangements for our alumni vs. a celebrity team 4 of

2011 CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Basketball contest are being made. Unfortunately, the planned contest against *

WFAN did not materialize because the distance from their studio was too far.

Plans for the alumni Golf outing are moving forward and that will take place in

the middle of June. A+ FOI' America

Planning is underway for our first ever spring time Auction, scheduled for | CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
April 30th. Please mark your calendars. It promises to be a fun evening of food,

live entertainment and, of course, bidding. “WHILE THERE
| offer my condolences for the family of Sister Cecilia Holmes who MAY BE
gmdefj St. Peter’s for 30 years. Sister, through her efforts, helped to ma!<e St. ALTERNATIVES
Peter’s a school of academic excellence. | attended her funeral Mass and it was
h . TO CATHOLIC
eartwarming to see the large number of former students, teachers and mem-
EDUCATION,

bers of the St. Peter’s community who came to pay their final respects.

Lastly, we will be sending out the letters for our annual appeal in the s a?

next few weeks, and | ask you to assist in any way that you can. Your contribu- | [ SUBSTITUTES.”
tions will enable St. Peter’s to continue its mission of producing lifelong learners.
Please feel free to visit whenever you are in the area, and | look forward to MOST REVEREND

meeting members of St. Peter’s many illustrious alumni. ROGER J. FOYS,
May God Bless, BISHOP OF

Mic) L J. Closin COVINGTON, KY
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Greetings Fellow Alumni,

ALUMNI
SPOTLlGHT ON: St. Peter’s School has always held a
special place in my heart. | attended St.
Peter’s from 1988 until 1997. During that
time, Sr. Cecilia Delores was principal and
as mentioned in the previous newsletter, she ran a “tight ship” but
was a kind, caring, and compassionate person who truly cared about
her students. | was part of St. Peter’s, where everyone knew each

Erian Buckley ‘07

other and was truly a family.

| became involved with St. Peter’s again in 2009, when the
school was holding a gala honoring the Mayor of the City of Pough-
keepsie, John Tkazyik, (who | happen to be an assistant for) along
with honoring Father Garisto and Msgr. Brinn. | was approached to
help and become part of the committee and quickly learned that St.
Peter’s was still a place to call home. The gala that was held in
October 2009 was a hit, especially thanks to Jerry Simonetty, a St.
Peter’s parent, who works tirelessly behind the scenes to propel St.
Peter’s forward. Jerry and many other parents are very involved
with the school and their work often goes unrecognized.

In Spring 2010, the Alumni Association held their first ever
Alumni Reception at the Belvedere Mansion in Staatsburg, New
York. This reception brought together alumni, both old and young,
some of the Sisters of Charity who were healthy enough to make
the trek, as well as retired and current teachers. Discoveries were
made that Mrs. Marrine, who has joined St. Peter’s again as the Kin-
dergarten teacher, has taught children of graduates who had her as
a teacher many years ago! At this event, Father Garisto named me

as President of Alumni Relations.

Since then, | have had the great opportunity to visit
St. Peter’s, now under the direction of Principal

| Michael Clavin. | was happy to discover that while the
buildings and teachers may have changed, the atmosphere
and caring spirit is still intact. Upon my arrival, | was
greeted with open arms by Mr. Clavin, the administrative
- staff, the teachers—some of whom taught me in the past,
! ™ like Mr. Roach and Mrs. Crolius (who | knew as Miss
Stritt), and the students. | spent a few hours at the school
and quickly saw that any changes that have been made
were for the better. | saw the magnetic personality of Mr.
Clavin, who the students were immediately drawn to and acted as if they
had known him for years, even though this visit occurred during his first
few weeks on the job. They didn’t want him to leave for a conference
the next day, but he assured them that he’d be back in time to bid them
farewell and see them the next day. | could see the Christian founda-
tions that were taught to me during my years at St. Peter’s were still
ever-present.

| would encourage all alumni, both old and new, to participate in
upcoming Alumni events to reconnect to your roots and ensure that St.
Peter’s can carry on its tradition for many more years to come. We
have stepped into the 21* century and now have a Facebook page for
St. Peter’s School Alumni. The page gets over 50 hits per week! If you
are receiving this and know of any alumni who have moved, changed
addresses, or are not receiving this newsletter, please contact the school
at 471-6600 x 200 or send a message on the St. Peter’s Alumni Facebook

page.
| look forward to many more years of Catholic education being a
part of the tradition of St. Peter’s and congratulate everyone who
worked tirelessly on a plan to keep the school open. The fact that the
archdiocese recognized our abilities as a school is a testament to our
commitment to Catholic education and the children of our commu-

nity. Erian Buckley, ‘07

Dear St. Peter’s Alumni,

all great friends.

Band. St. Peter’s also has a growing CYO sports program.

What a wonderful opportunity it is for me to write about my dearly loved St. Peter’s School! |
hope this letter finds you well. | am currently an eighth-grade student. This letter is to inform you of the

recent occurrences happening at the school, as well as improvements that have been made to the school.

The school puts forward a very family oriented atmosphere, and tends to become many students’ second home, as | am sure it was
for you. With small classes, students are able to form strong friendships and bonds with their fellow classmates. My class and | have been to-
gether for nine years. Over those nine years, we have formed a special closeness with one another. Although we have had our setbacks, we are

Another great part of having small classes is that the teachers have the ability to get to know our academic strengths and weaknesses.
From there, the teachers can help us to overcome those weaknesses. In addition to regular academic courses, an opportunity for more challeng-
ing courses is also available to eighth-graders. For our gifted eighth-grade students, Regents math and science are offered. Additionally, a
Spanish course is offered to grades five through eight. These Regents courses allow the eighth-grade students to take the Regents exams in June.

The school will soon be offering a special education program. This program will help students who may be struggling in particular sub-
jects by helping them get one-on-one help. Once a student enters the program and sees his/her grades improve, they will feel a greater sense of
accomplishment. Special classes offered include Art, Physical Education, Library, Music and Computer. In Art, we explore different kinds of art
mediums, artists and techniques. In the past we have worked with clay, embossed metals and learned diverse ways of painting and drawing. In
Physical Education, we participate in physical activities such as kickball, basketball, volleyball, soccer and more. In Music, students learn about
different composers and musical styles. In Computer, we have the opportunity to improve our typing and other skills. In Library, students learn
study and research skills, improve their reading skills and prepare for their future.

In addition to the great academic programs, St. Peter’s also presents other fantastic activities for students. Every year, the school pre-
sents an annual play, which gives students a chance to explore their theatrical talents. The school also offers an Art Club, Yearbook Club, and

Another positive aspect of St. Peter’s is that administrators and teachers work hard to keep it a safe environment. Measures are taken
to prevent bullying and abuse and all are encouraged to be Christ-like. The combination of rules, guidelines and moral teachings make St. Peter’s

a place for students to grow into well-rounded individuals who will remember what they learned there long after they graduate.
St. Peter’s is a great place for children to learn and make friends, and | am sure it will continue to do just that. Although St. Peter’s
School has changed in some ways from the time you attended, it is still the same place that both you and | have grown to love.

Sydney Ackermony, Class of 201 |
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HappeningS o Barnes & Noble Night was another ,

outstanding success!! We exceeded HowYouCanHelpSt.PetersSchool ...................... .
fFad @S bndldxé atdpsélingschool again. : We hope this newsletter finds you willing to reconnect with St.
Many thanks to Loretta Walsh, Jody Scagnelli and their i Peter’s School . Show your support by doing any of the following:

team for all of their hard work!! . .
Voluntccr your time or services. Wc welcome your helpi

¢ Our student body welcomed the holidays with a festive : B ’
and fun Christmas concert. Great job everyone! Thank i Fart’C’Pate in the Alumni Annual APPcal‘

you to Miss Varuzzo and Mrs. Bellino! ; , ) L
Stag informed with upcoming school events and activitics.

¢ Catholic Schools Week was recently celebrated. The H H
theme was Catholic Schools: A+ for Ameriasle had our Attenc] Alumni events. Make suggestiorws for new activities. |
annual Family Breakfast which was extremely well at- :
tended. Throughout the week, numerous activities were

held including mass, a food drive, and a student vs. staff Use GoodSearch, Powered bg Yahoo, as your search
basketball game. : : ]
o iengine. Select St. Peters Catholic Church and School in

0 The annual Talent Show was another entertaining eve- : . )
ning. Students from all grades showcased their talents: Poughkeepsie, NY as your charity to earn cash for SP'S.
singing, dancing, instrumental performances, karate and { Shop using the GOOASHOP portal & SFS gets a percentage
we even had a comedian! Thank you to Mrs. Green, Mrs.
Marrine and everyone who helped out behind the scenes!

Far’cicipate in Funclraising efforts.

OF PUFC}’IaSﬁS.

0 The 2011 Science Fair was very informative. Scientists | Make a donation, solicit a sponsor and/or attend our spring-
from grades 3-8 presented their scientific findings and f o time AUCTION on Saturday, APﬁI 30,201 1.
experiments in a wide variety of areas. Thank you to Mrs. )
McKeever and the panel of judges. Congratulations to i Send us your updated contact information. [Help us
those who received awards. Everyone did a fantastic Jobll e
e
St. Peter’s School Auction: '3/29 Sports Night: Come join our stu-
“An Enchanted Evening” 'dents as they participate in various athletic

6 PM on Saturday, April 30,2011
The Italian Center, 227 Mill St., Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Please join us for our first ever springtime auction. $30 per

- competitions. 6:30 pm in the School Auditorium

|
:TBA ALUMNI Basketball 3 on 3 Tournament: $25

. . . . 'for persons under 21; for persons 21 and older.
person includes a buffet dinner, dessert and live entertain- || or persons unde + $50 for persons 21 and olde

|
ment by local crooner (and SPS parent) Mark Raisch. | 6/24 Hudson Valley Renegades Game: Come see
Asilent auction, live auction and raffles are planned. For | the home team in action at Dutchess Stadium and sup-
more information, please call (845) 471-6600 ext. 200 or : port St. Peter’s. Free Fireworksafter the game! $12

email: school@stpetersparishny.org. It promises to be an ex- | Fundraising Package includes General Admission

citing and fun night! Ticket & Renegades Baseball Hat. To purchase, log onto
'SPS group portal at http://gadesgroup.com. PASS-

WORD: stpeters. SPS receives a portion of each sale.

|
|
[

Visit the new ALUMNI webpage at ww.stpetersparishny.org

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

~ Please detach & return to St. Peter’s School, |2 Father Cody Plaza, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601~

Name: Phone: SPS Class of:
Address: Town: State: Zip Code:
Email:

[ Yes, I am interested in supporting St. Peter’s. | can help by:
Participating in alumni events Being a class representative Planning an alumni event
Volunteering at school Referring a student Helping with auction

| can donate the following for the auction:

| would like to make a financial donation. (Please make checks out to St. Peter’ s Endowment Fund)

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ST. PETER’S SCHOOL.!
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2nd & 7th grade students
with stuffed animals and
toys collected for The

% John Flowers Project and

8th grade students depict the Nativity
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Students at Barnes
Noble Bookfair
having fun together
between

performances.
participate in 201 1
Science Fair
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Saint Peter’s School

(located at the corner of 9G & East Dor-
sey Lane)

12 Father Cody Plaza
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-471-6600 ext. 200

Email: school@stpetersparishny.org

Website: www.stpetersparishny.org

Providing Academic Excellence Since 1844



