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Welcome to the Inaugural issue of our newsletter!  We are excited to bring you the latest news and events from 

your alma mater.   St. Peter’s School has a long, proud history of providing  a high quality, faith-based education 

to  children in the Poughkeepsie area for over 166 years.  Each of you, our alumni, are an important part of this 

rich history.  Today, a new generation of students walks these hallowed halls.  Although the faces may change, 

one thing will always remain constant: You are the legacy of St. Peter’s School.   

 New Principal Hired: Michael Clavin 

  Dear Alumni, Staff, and Friends of St. Peter’s, 

         I am honored and blessed to have been selected the new  

  principal of St. Peter’s School.  Since I began this past August,  I have  

  discovered that St. Peter’s is a treasure of the Hudson Valley, and it is 

  more than a school; it is a family.  I was warmly embraced and made to 

feel welcome as I assumed my new role, and my transition was extremely easy.  I can honestly 

say that I feel as if I have been a member of the St. Peter’s family for an extended period, and I 

am bursting with pride for the opportunity to be the instructional leader of such a nurturing  com-

munity of faith and values. 

I am pleased to launch our first of four planned newsletters this school year.  They will 

allow you to stay informed on all the wonderful activities unfolding at your alma mater.   There 

have been some staff additions in the past few years.  Our students still participate in field trips. 

Recently, the 8th grade visited historic West Point and our grades Pre-K to 4th traveled to Marist 

College to view a stage production of Snow White. We have increased enrollment from 174 to 184 

students in the past 3 months and we aim to expand up to 215 students by September of 2011.   

Bold, new initiatives are being introduced. We will begin interscholastic baseball and 

softball this upcoming spring, and we are offering a summer camp, starting in July.  We have  

exciting plans to add an Early Intervention Program, an English Language Learners Program, and 

we will launch an aggressive marketing campaign to increase our enrollment and our presence in 

the community.   

Rest assured, we have plans for our alumni too. Work is being done to hold an Alumni 

basketball game.  We are hoping to play against a WFAN team featuring “Boomer & Carton” 

from the morning drive time show.  There will also be a charity alumni golf outing in June.  More  

information on these events will follow in future issues. 

We have updated our website (www.stpetersparishny.org).  As you browse through the 

site, you will see all teachers now have their own individual webpage.  There are also links on 

upcoming school events and a photo gallery.  An alumni page will soon be added.  You can use 

these tools as a way of keeping informed and connected with us. Please feel free to share your 

own stories and memories. We can include them in future newsletters.  If you can locate any 

“lost” alumni, please contact us so that we can update our database.  Ms. Erian Buckley, class of 

1997, is our Director of Alumni Relations, and will be working with us on future alumni events.  

She will be featured in the next newsletter. 

I  wish to offer each and every alumnus, friend, staff, and their families a Happy and 

Blessed Thanksgiving, and I cordially invite you to come and visit St. Peter’s any time. 

 God Bless, 

  Michael J. Clavin 



 

Whether you were among the ten graduates from my first St. Peter’s class 

in 2000, or one of the recent graduates, I tip my Red Sox hat to you.  As 

your lives have taken new and impressive turns, I hope your reflections on the 

days spent within our green and gold halls are pleasant ones. 

To find a common thread for my Math alumni, besides the obvious 

Sequential Math I, Math A and Integrated Algebra connections, is not 

really difficult.  All of our eighth grade boys are, and  always have  

been, comedians, and all our eight grade girls are, and always have 

been much too mature to laugh at their comedic counterparts 

(hilarious, though the legion goes.)   

Also another parallel through the years has been the delicate matter of the 

back of the room closet!  Regardless of gender, the trend to squash coats, 

papers, lunches and other items between those swinging doors has remained 

the same, much to my chagrin.   I have vivid memories of students rushing to 

find their coats on the bottom of a pile of sweatshirts and scarves, so that the 

bus won’t leave without them.  Over the years, it seemed the only things that 

changed were the faces doing the tossing. 

Some eighth grade classes had the whole room to themselves and others 

had half the room; some faced the front chalkboard, and 

others faced the bulletin boards.  But no matter how 

your desks were arranged, the end of the year inevitably 

found your desks closer together with no recognizable 

aisles.  Eureka, the bonding worked!! 

Another commonality is your love for stories.  There 

was the Mrs. K. Bowling story, the How I Met My Hus-

band on a Banana Boat story, the Bicycle Ride with the 

Spilled Eggs story and finally, How My Daughter Was Born in a Utility 

Closet in a UK Hospital story. 

Other memories may include the inbox, smart start tickets, the Hot Pot 

Game, and, of course, the 8th grade countdown board.  In a 

mathematical sense we still use the Diving Board, Merry-

Go-Round,  Tic-Tac-Toe Quadratic Factoring, the Totem 

Pole division and most famous of all, the Foil Dance.  All of 

these shared experiences, as well as a lot of laughter help 

interconnect us as St. Peter’s family. 

I wish you a life even better than my own, with even more 

opportunities to fit the puzzle pieces together.  I also hope 

that you live each day with Our Lord as your shadow, even when you are 

wrong, and to remember the important lessons you learned from St. Peter’s, 

and more specifically, from someone here who loves you. In the words of 

Atticus Finch, “Most people are really nice, when you finally see them.”  

Thank you for sharing part of your lives with us. 
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Over 25 years ago, St. Peter’s School was led by then-
Principal Sr. Cecilia Dolores Holmes. A pillar of faith and 
trust in God, she was a successful disciplinarian who 
could watch over a school-full of students in the audi-

torium and singlehandedly get them to eat lunch in silence, when 
necessary.  Yet, this same serious woman, over 70 years old, en-
joyed reminiscing about the “good ol’ days” and having a little 
fun. One time when I rode my bike to school¸ Sr. Cecilia came to 
speak to me and noticed the bike in my classroom.  She looked at 
it and then looked at me as she commented that she hadn’t rid-
den on one in a long time.  Then, she fearlessly got on the bike 
and took a short trip…right around my classroom!  It was a 
shared memory we giggled about for years. 

There were three other nuns on the staff during this time.  
Sr. Marie Murphy taught Math and was a strict hall monitor.   
When it came time for the 5th-8th graders to change classes    
during the day, there was not a peep out of the students.  But, 
when she was “off-duty,” her love of 
cooking was apparent as her face lit up 
and she excitedly shared recipes with 
her faculty colleagues. 

Sister Rita manned the resource 
room for students who needed extra 
help in Reading.  She had control of her classroom and kept the 
students focused.  After hours, though, she enjoyed reading  
romance novels and going out to talk about books over a cup of 
tea.    

And who could forget Sister Antoine, the school librarian.  
She kept those upper-grade students in line but I wonder how 
many of them knew about her love and knowledge of baseball!  

While these four women may have been described as 
“strict” there was certainly more to them.  They were artistic, 
and creative, selling crafts at the annual bazaar; they were    
spontaneous and fun-loving.  These four women are just a few of 
those who have taught before us.   

St. Peter’s School has undergone changes over the past 25 
years… new staff, new families,   building changes, and increased 
use of technology.  BUT, two 
things remain the same: 1) God’s 
Word is still active through the 
lives of those who are part of this 
community and 2) The voices of 
those who have passed through 
this school can still be heard to-
day; always encouraging us to 
keep moving forward, while   
maintaining the down-to-earth, 
home-like, family atmosphere. 

Thank you, Sisters, for setting the 
groundwork for the spirituality, 
commitment, human kindness 
and discipline upon which St. 
Peter’s is built. 

Mrs. Crolius 

Teachers recall their  

own St. Peter’s 

memories 

Dear Alumni, 

 I hope this newsletter finds all doing well.  It is now my 23rd year of teaching here, but out of our 

historical 166 years, that seems like a small amount.  My years here have flown by so fast and things 

begin to blur with time, but some things stick in my memory. 

 From the first 11 years teaching science and language arts, I remember Book Logs and Book Inter-

views and students who didn’t like to read becoming readers who found new genres and came to love 

reading.  I cannot forget the Wall of Fame, which displayed the winners from our toothpick 

bridges, balloon cars, rockets launching carrying eggs (and hopefully landing unbroken).  Of 

course, I can’t forget the airplanes we launched down the hall upstairs, until my last year when 

someone finally hit the window at the end of the hall.  All in the name of science, of course. 

 Then I came down to first grade 12 years ago, and I have loved teaching so many young 

students as they became readers and real students with desks and books. Of course, I have 

brought down my Koosh with me, and now we incorporate many variations of Koosh games 

into our learning. 

 I hope that all alumni of Saint Peter’s who receive this newsletter have good  memories of our 

school and that the experiences you had here continue to serve you well. 

Mrs. Ann Kavanagh 

 

Mr. Kyle Roach 



 

Dear Alumni,  

My name is Christopher Stein and I am 
the new fourth grade teacher.  I have 
been a parishioner here at St. Peter’s for 
most of my life.  This is where I have 
learned and received my sacraments,   
including Holy Matrimony this past 
June.   

I have been a teacher for four years.  Three of those years 
were in a public school and now God has brought me here 
to St. Peter’s.  In my time here, I have been welcomed in 
by the faculty, students and parents.  The school commu-
nity is a caring and dedicated group of wonderful people; 
they make St. Peter’s the finest school I have been a part 
of in my career.  I am blessed to be here, and could not 
ask for a better class, group of parents, and colleagues to 
work with.  I hope to be a positive influence and leave a 
lasting memory on my students, much like the fond 
memories you alumni have of this wonderful school and 
parish. 

   

                                                                                                                                                                                     

12/2  BARNES  & NOBLE NIGHT - Come celebrate the holi-

day season with us at the Poughkeepsie store on Route 9 from 

5-8 pm. Students and teachers will provide entertainment.  

Shop anytime, at any BN store, or online, on 12/2 using ID # 

10336089 and St. Peter’s will receive a percentage of your pur-

chases.  Can’t make it on 12/2?  Online shopping from 12/2-

12/7. Remember to use our ID #.    

12/7  CHRISTMAS CONCERT — Let our students entertain 

you.  7 pm in the School Auditorium.   

1/30/11-2/4/11  CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK— Sun 1/30 

Open House & Registration 11 am to 1 pm. Presentation in 

School Auditorium.  Monday 1/31 Family Breakfast 8 am in 

School Auditorium. 

How You Can  He lp St .  Pe te r’s  Sc h oo l  

Since our founding in 1844, we have been committed to           

delivering a quality education, based on our Catholic faith and 

values.  We have prepared you, our  alumni, to be lifelong      

learners and active participants in your families, in your parishes, 

and in society.  We remain committed to this  mission.  We ask 

you to join in our efforts. 

 Participate in the Alumni Annual Appeal.  Attend Alumni 

events. 

 Stay informed on upcoming  school events and activities.  

Volunteer  your time or services.  We welcome your help! 

 Participate in fundraising efforts.    

 Solicit sponsors, or donate to the SPRING FLING  

AUCTION on April 30, 2011.  

Send us your updated contact information.  Help us track 

down “lost” alumni.  Share your accomplishments with us.                           

                              We want to hear from you! 
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◊  Welcome to our new Principal,  Mr. 
Clavin and Mr. Stein, 4th grade 

teacher.  We are happy you have joined our St. Peter’s 
family! 

◊  The school year kicked off with new monthly activities 
for families and staff to interact outside of class.  Family 
Fun Day included soccer, basketball, chess, and hide and 
seek. The Student-Staff Softball Game and Movie &      
Popcorn Night was a lot of fun too. 

◊  Students recently held Student Council elections.  The 
candidates campaigned and gave speeches for various   
offices.  Congratulations to the 2010-2011 Student     
Council President: Riley Close 

◊   A spook-tacular time was had by all at our annual       
Halloween Family Fun Night. The students went trick or 
treating, made crafts and decorated their own cupcakes.  
The haunted hallway was a popular attraction.  The       
evening ended with a Halloween Parade. 

◊  The Christmas Craft Fair was a huge success.  Attendees 
shopped at a variety of vendors, participated in            
raffles/door prizes and purchased delicious baked goods 
made by the Mother’s Club. Santa made an early visit.  He 
came by for the delicious pancake breakfast and stayed 
for photos .   

Happenings 

 

Upc om ing Eve nt s  

SAVE THE DATE         

SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2011: SPRING FLING AUCTION 

More information to follow 

Mr. Christopher Stein 

2010-2011 ST. PETER’S ADMINISTRATION  & STAFF 

PASTOR: Father James Garisto 

PRINCIPAL: Mr. Michael 
Clavin 

ASST. PRINCIPAL: Mrs. Ann      
Kavanagh 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASST: Mrs. 
Kathy Burns 

PRE-K:     Mrs. Stephanie Green 

PRE-K Aide: Mrs. Kate Del Santo 

KINDERGARTEN: Mrs. Nancy Marrine 

KINDERGARTEN Aide: Mrs. PaulaJo 

Flynn 

1st GRADE: Mr. Kyle Roach 

2nd GRADE: Mrs. Monica Crolius 

3rd GRADE: Mrs. Patricia Runne 

4th GRADE: Mr. Christopher Stein 

5-8th GRADE: Mrs . Kristen McKeever 

5-8th GRADE: Mrs. Michelle Antalek 

5-8th GRADE: Mrs. Ann Kavanagh 

5-8th GRADE: Ms. Chalyn Pungkanondr 

 

ART: Mrs. Anita Kiewra 

MUSIC: Ms. Lauren Varuzzo 

GYM: Mr. Jason Raskin 

LIBRARY: Mrs. Judy Stritt 

SPANISH: Mrs. Julia Castro 

COMPUTER: Mrs. Marge 
Gosiewski 



 

Saint Peterôs School 
(located at the corner of 9G &  

East Dorsey Lane) 

12 Father Cody Plaza 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 

845-471-6600 ext. 200 

Email: school@stpetersparishny.org 

Website: www.stpetersparishny.org 

Providing Academic Excellence Since 1844 
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 A school is its 

PEOPLE.ó 

      ~ A SPS Parent 

òA school is 

more than just 

a building with 

booksé 


